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PAGES  OF  A 
BOOK  . . . 

IN  RETROSPECT 


For  more  than  four  decades,  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger  (and  its 
predecessors)  has  been  the  official  voice  of  the  Church  in  South  Africa.  As 
1  sit  at  im  desk.  1  can  see  on  the  shelves  the  volumes  containing  all  the 
issues  right  from  the  beginning.  As  I  contemplate  the  contents  of  those 
volumes.  I  see  much  more  than  the  articles,  the  pictures,  the  stories,  the 
news,  the  printed  page.  I  see  human  lives  with  all  the  sacrifice,  the 
struggles,  the  jo\s  and  sorrows  of  a  people  determined  to  embrace  an 
unpopular  religion.  I  see  a  family  being  taught  by  two  young  foreigners 
still  in  their  teens,  that  their  church  is  wrong,  that  there  is  a  new  way  of 
life  revealed  by  heavenly  beings  to  a  still  younger  youth  in  a  far-off  land. 
I  hen  there  are  the  thrilling,  agonizing,  discouraging,  frustrating,  joyful, 
sorrowful,  and  finally  exultant  steps  in  the  conversion  process.  I  sec  this 
repeated  many  times  during  that  two  score  of  years. 

Then  I  visualize  the  struggles,  the  growing  pains  of  the  branches. 
Eventually,  after  years  of  meeting  in  homes  and  rented  halls,  there  is  a 
mission  home  and  a  small  chapel,  another  small  chapel.  The  first  then  is 
transformed  into  a  regular  modern  chapel,  later  to  be  rebuilt  into  a  yet 
liner  facility.  Branches  are  combined  into  a  district,  and  finally  a  district 
becomes  a  stake.  In  the  meantime,  lovely  chapels  have  sprung  up  over  the 
face  of  the  land.  A  thousand  people,  two  thousand,  more  than  six  thousand 
are  on  the  rolls. 

Those  human  lives  I  sec  filling  the  pages  while  their  lives  are  being 
filled  with  the  pure  love  of  Christ.  My  heart  is  warmed  as  I  contemplate 
the  combined  goodness,  the  increased  joy  of  living,  the  enlarged  under- 
standing, the  forsaken  habits,  the  development  of  talents  and  character,  the 
windows  of  heaven  opened  and  blessings  poured  forth,  the  expansion  of 
the  Celestial  Kingdom,  represented  by  the  lives  on  those  pages.  What  joy 
and  gratitude  fill  my  heart  as  I  picture  the  culmination  of  those  volumes  as 
reflected  in  m\  present  brothers  and  sisters  throughout  the  mission  and  in 
the  stake,  im  counsellors  in  the  mission  presidency  and  their  families, 
faithful  officers  and  teachers,  wonderful  members,  and  warm  friends 
e\  er\  where! 

Then  I  think  of  the  succession  of  mission  presidents,  their  wonderful 
wives  and  families,  preceding  us  in  those  pages,  beginning  with  President 
Martin.  (See  Article  by  President  Wright).  1  am  humbled  as  I  consider 
the  prospect  of  following  such  capable  and  devoted  men  of  God.  men  and 
women  who  gave  so  much  and  who  left  their  imprint  upon  so  many  lives. 
May  1  express  the  combined  appreciation  of  the  South  African  Saints  to 
those  great  people. 

The  pictures  of  missionaries  arriving  and  departing  from  home  pro- 
fusely dot  the  pages.  What  debts  of  gratitude  have  accumulated  in  the 
hearts  of  good  people  throughout  South  Africa.  Rhodesia  and  Zambia  for 
courageous  young  men  and  women  who  at  the  call  of  our  Prophets  have 
travelled  a  half-world  to  sound  the  warning  voice  and  bring  souls  to  our 
Saviour! 


December.    Il)70 


CUMORAH  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


311 


I  reflect  i>n  my  n«n  brief  appearance  and  now  re-appearance  on  the 
pages  of  the  book.  A  second  chance  to  serve  in  the  land  and  among  the 

people   whieh    had   become   almost   a   fable   m   m\    mem«M\  a   land  and 

people  so  lovingly  enshrined  in  m\  heart.  I  he  return  far  more  fabulous 
than  any  dream  come  true!  Here  I  had  experienced  the  unspeakable  thrill 
and  joy  of  getting  to  know  my  Saviour  the  miracle  of  true  conversion  — 
in  my  own  life  as  well  as  in  the  lives  of  others.  Now  I  could  renew  old 
friendships  and  look  forward  to  a  glorious  period  of  excitement  and 
thrills  which  stem  from  the  greatest  work  in  the  world,  and  in  the  greatest 
mission  in  the  world. 

Finally.  I  see  in  the  pages  the  words  of  apostles  and  prophets,  pro- 
claiming as  if  with  one  voice  the  destiny  of  this  Church,  the  Kingdom  of 
God  upon  the  earth,  and  particularly  as  it  relates  to  this  country.  A 
stake  is  promised  for  this  land  in  the  near  future,  which  we  have  now 
realized,  and  stakes  yet  to  be  established.  The  Lord  is  preparing  additional 
thousands  of  the  noble  men  and  women  of  this  land  for  reception  of  the 
gospel  message,  who  through  increased  faith  and  devotion  of  his  servants 
will  be  brought  in  the  Kingdom.  There  will  be  unprecedented  growth  and 
expansion  of  the  Church  they  project,  all  conditioned  upon  our  faithful- 
ness. I  look  forward  to  being  a  part  of  and  joining  with  you  in  promoting 
this  new  era  of  prosperity   for  our  Lords  Kingdom  in  our  beloved  land. 

A  fond  farewell  to  an  old  friend.  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger. 


/  Lew     LJea  r  s    (^  reet  i  n  gs 

Our  hearts  are  full  as  we  think  of  all  you  wonderful  members  of  the 
South  Africa  Mission  and  the  Transvaal  Stake  at  this  joyous  season  of 
the  year.  Each  day  we  recall  dear  associations  as  you  and  we  worked 
together  in  furthering  the  Kingdom.  Since  being  separated  from  you,  we 
have  realized  even  more  the  great  love  and  devotion  which  you  have 
shown  to  our  Heavenly  Father  as  you  have  worked,  often  against  great 
odds,  to  fulfill  the  assignments  which  He  has  given  you. 

Our  constant  prayer  is  that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  continue  to 
bless  and  prosper  His  work  through  your  efforts.  We  thank  you  for  the 
many  kindnesses  you  showed  to  us  and  our  family.  We  will  ever  cherish 
choice  companionship  which  we  had  with  you  and  are  grateful  for  these 
friendships,  which  we  know  will  endure  through  the  eternities.  May  God 
bless  each  of  you  now  and  always.  Carla  and  Lisa  join  us  in  sending 
love  to  you. 

With  love  and  best  wishes. 

Howard  and  Eleanor  Badger. 


NOTE:  We  appreciate  the  photographs  sent  in  by  members  of  bishoprics, 
district  and  branch  presidencies.  However,  because  so  many  failed  to  send 
them  in,  it  was  decided  that  the  project  for  publication  of  these  photos  in 
this  final  issue  be  abandoned.  Anyone  desiring  that  their  pictures  be  re- 
turned  please   let   us   know.   —   Ed. 
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Vo%toP€lA7   And    lodciy 

Volume  One:  Number  One;  South  Africa's  first  formal  publication, 
under  the  auspices  o(  the  Church,  appeared  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June  in 
1927.  The  new  magazine  was  distributed  under  the  name,  "Cumorah 
Monthly  Bulletin"  and  was  edited  and  published  at  the  Mission  Home- 
in  Cape  Town.  President  Samuel  Martin  served  as  the  editor  and  wrote 
the  following  article  which  appeared  in  the  very  first  edition. 

THE  PURPOSES  OF  THE  CUMORAH  MONTH  I/* 
BULLETIN 

We  hope  by  this  means  to  better  keep  in  touch  with  all  our  members 

and    friends    who    are    often    removed    from    the    usual    meetings    and 

activities  of  the  Branches. 

By  acquainting  them  of  what   is  being  done,  and  the  distribution  of 

our  monthly   news  letter,  we  hope  to  keep  alive  their  interest  in  the 

study  of  this  great  latter  day  work  of  the  Lord. 

Those  who  will  be  called   upon   from   time  to  time  to   write  articles 

for   the   "Cumorah    Monthly    Bulletin'*   will   make   no  claim   whatever 

to  literary  or  philological  genius,  therefore,  we  desire  our  Elders  and 

friends  to  feel  no  timidity  in  that  regard  but  to  send  in  such  articles 

and  items  as  may  be  of  Mission  interest. 

We  must  request  that  all  subjects  be  as  much  condensed  as  possible. 

owing    to    the    limited    size    of    the    Bulletin.    Should    any   article    not 

appear,  owing  to  its  being  crowded  out,  be  very  condensed  or  even 

rejected,  do  not  become  discouraged. 

The  Mission  President  reserves  to  himself  the  absolute  right  to  reject 

any  article  which  he  may  think  not  in  harmonv   with  the  doctrines  of 

the  Church,  or  the  objective  of  the  Bulletin. 

The    articles    must    be    friendly,    instructive,   and    informative,   and    in 

every  way  in  harmony  with  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Supply  us  with 

encouraging   news   items  of  your   Districts,  of  your  trips,   interesting 

experiences,   removal  of  members  or  friends,  or  ask   questions  which 

arc  of  general  Mission  importance. 

We  send  forth  this  first  number  of  the  "Cumorah   Monthly  Bulletin" 

with  an  earnest  prayer  that  it  will  prove  a  great  help  and  blessing  to 

the  Elders.  Saints,  and  friends  of  the  South  African   Mission. 

Samuel   Martin 
Mission   President 

The  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin"  thrived  for  two  years.  Then  the  July 
issue  of  192l>  appeared  under  a  new  name:  "Cumorah's  Southern  Cross". 
An  editorial  in  this  first  issue  under  the  new  name  read  as  follows: 

Cumorah's  Southern  Cross  succeeds  the  Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin. 
The  mission  of  the  little  journal  will  remain  the  same.  It  has  been 
deemed  wise  to  enlarge  the  scope  o(  the  journal,  increase  its  circula- 
tion and  print  it  as  a  registered  paper. 

Heretofore  much  time  of  the  mission  office  force  and  the  Cape 
District  elders  has  been  occupied  in  the  printing  of  the  Monthly 
Bulletin.  Therefore,  it  has  been  with  a  view  to  economise  the  time 
of  the  elders  of  the  Cape  District  and  give  them  greater  opportunity 
for  more  active  missionary  work  among  the  people  directly  and  give  to 
the  South  African  Mission  a  neater  and  better  publication,  that 
decision  was  reached  to  make  the  present  alteration. 
In  changing  the  form  and  style  of  the  little  journal,  it  has  been 
thought  appropriate  to  change  its  name.  The  many  names  suggested 
by    its   readers    indicate  that   popular  opinion   welcomes   the   thought. 
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CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS  is  a  combination  pi  some  oi  the 

best  names  submitted,  and  was  decided  upon  by  the  editors  aftei   long 
and  careful  study  of  all  the  names  so  kindly   suggested, 
We  shall  consider  that  all  missionaries,  saints  and  investigators  of  the 
South   African   Mission  arc  co-owners  of  CUMORAH'S  SOI    Mil  K\ 

CROSS.  It  is  expected  that  the  subscription  list  will  steadily  increase 
and  that  each  subscriber  will  receive  his  or  her  copj  direct  Iron;  tele- 
printers office.  —  Editor 

Then,  four  years  later,  the  Mission  Publication  was  given  its  third  and 
final  name.  The  July  1933  issue  had  on  its  cover  the  new  name 
CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER.  The  following  explanation 
appeared  in  that  issue. 

It  has  become  necessary  to  alter  the  name  of  CUMORAH'S  SOUTH- 
ERN CROSS  to  CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER  for  pur- 
poses of  registration.  However,  the  slight  change  in  name  will  make 
no  difference  as  to  the  splendid  contents  of  this  little  magazine. 
Also,  it  may  become  necessary  for  economic  reasons  to  temporarily 
discontinue  the  publication  of  Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger  and  to 
substitute  the  Church  publication  of  the  European  Missions,  the 
Millenial  Star.  This  may  occur  next  month,  but  the  readers  will  be 
assured  of  the  choicest  reading  material  and  up-to-date  Church 
instruction  and  editorials.  If  this  occurs.  Mission  news  and  other 
Mission  material  will  be  issued  as  a  Millenial  Star  supplement.  It  is 
also  hoped  that  economic  adjustments  will  be  such  that  this  change 
will  not  happen,  but   if  so.  it  is  hoped  it  will  not  be  for  long. 

Editor 

It  turned  out  that  it  was  never  necessary  to  substitute  the  Millenial  Star 
for  the  Mission's  Southern  Messenger.  Through  the  years,  the 
CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER,  has  taken  upon'  itself  the 
abbreviated  title  of  CSM  and  that  is  how  it  will  die.  This  last  issue  of  the 
publication  affords  an  appropriate  occasion  to  thank  all  those  who  have 
been  faithful  subscribers  and  readers  through  the  past  four  decades. 
There  is  not  as  much  need  to  bring  Church  news  from  overseas  in  the 
homes  via  the  CSM  anymore.  The  Church  has  condensed  all  of  its 
publications  into  the  three  main  magazines  which  are  easily  available  to 
every  LDS  family  in  the  world.  Prices  are  reasonable,  contents  are  in- 
valuable, and  the  direct  contact  with  Church  headquarters  is  a  wonderful 
blessing  to  have  in  any  home.  We,  as  does  the  First  Presidencv  of  the 
Church,  urge  our  readers  to  make  the  move  from  our  local  publication 
to  the  three  new  magazines.  Have  all  three  in  your  home,  read  them,  use 
them,  study  them,  enjoy  them.  All  information  and  details  should  be 
handled  through  the  local  ward  or  branch  magazine  representative. 
To  Our  Overseas  Subscribers: 

One  regrettable  aspect  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  CSM  is  that  this 
will  sever  a  link  between  our  beloved  South  Africa  and  you  former 
residents,  mission  presidents  and  missionaries.  We  wish  there  were  some 
way  we  could  maintain  this  tie  for  you.  We  are  most  appreciative  of  your 
continued  interest  in  the  mission,  your  friends  and  loved  ones  here  as 
evidenced  by  your  regular  renewals  of  your  subscriptions  to  the  CSM. 
Be  assured  that  many  people  here  remember  with  deep  affection  and 
eternal  thanksgiving  those  who  brought  them  into  the  Church,  those  who 
presided  over  the  mission,  as  well  as  those  loved  ones  who  have  emigrated. 
Our  sincere  hope  is  that  other  means  will  be  employed  to  maintain  a 
measure  of  communication  between  dear  friends  and  loved  ones  here  and 
overseas. 

CSM   Editor 
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GENEALOGY 

By  Edith  Wiid 


Since  September  1969  the  Genealogical  Society  has  been  reorganized 
and  the  GIANT  programme  introduced. 

The  Genealogical  Society  is  now  completely  under  the  direction  of 
the  Priesthood  as  follows: 

The  Mission  President  as  Chairman  with  an  Adviser. 

The  District  President  and  Branch  President  with  an  adviser  and  two 
examiners.  (These  latter  could  be  a  brother  and  sister  if  two  brethren  are 
not  available.) 

The  work  of  the  examiners  is  most  important,  as  they  are  responsible 
for  the  accuracy  of  the  recording  and  data  on  sheets. 

With  this  new  arrangement  correlated  under  the  Priesthood  and  with 
the  approval  of  President  Clark,  we  feel  it  is  no  longer  the  responsibility 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Mission  Genealogical  Society  to  recheck  sheets  for 
despatching;    neither   is   it  necessary  any  longer  to  do  recordings  for  the 

Mission. 

It  must  be  accepted  now  that  the  individual  member  is  responsible  for 
his  or  her  genealogy,  and  after  the  examiners  have  passed  it  as  correct 
the  members  must  then  post  off  their  sheets  direct  to  The  Genealogical 
Society  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day  Saints,  107  South 
Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  841 1 1,  U.S.A. 

The  Priesthood  Quorum  leaders  are  responsible  for  instructing  their 
Secretaries  to  keep  a  note  of  all  genealogical  sheets  and  each  month 
send  a  report  of  the  number  of  sheets  despatched  to  the  Mission  Genea- 
logical Adviser  or  Secretary. 

The  Priesthood  members  must  be  well  acquainted  with  the  Individual 
and  Marriage  sheets  and  should  see  that  the  members  are  likewise  in- 
structed. 

The  programme  is  to  enable  us  to  do  individual  work  where  the 
family  record  is  incomplete,  but  members  would  be  well  advised  to 
remember  to  put  all  information  on  Family  Group  sheets  and  keep  these 
and  when  the  Temple  data  is  received,  to  enter  the  information  on  the 
said  family  group  sheet  for  their  Remembrance  Record  Album. 

Sincerely. 

Edith  Wiid. 

Mission  Genealogical  Supervisor. 


Behold   I   will   send   you    Elijah   the   prophet   before   the 
coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord: 
And    he    shall    turn    the    heart    of    the    fathers    to    the 
children,  and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers, 
lest  I  come  and  smite  the  earth  with  a  curse. 

Malachi  chap.  4  Verses  5  and  6 
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LOOKING  BACK 


by  President  Evan  P.  Wright 


For  many  years,  President  Wright  has  been  researching  and  gathering 
material  on  the  history  of  the  South  Africa  Mission.  He  has  now  been 
called  by  the  Church  Historian's  Office  and  the  Mission  Presidency  to 
write  an  official  history  of  the  mission.  He  aitd  his  wife  Jean  spend  much 
of  their  time  each  week  toward  the  accomplishment  of  this  project.  Much 
fascinating  and  hitherto  unpublished  information  has  been  gathered,  and 
all  will  look  forward  to  the  compilation  in  one  volume  of  the  exciting 
people   and   events   leading    to   the   present. 

— Editor 


President  Brigham  Young  presided  at  the  special  Missionary  Con- 
ference of  the  Church,  convened  August  28th  and  29th.  1852.  in  the  "Old 
Tabernacle'*,  Salt  Lake  City.  On  April  6th  at  the  previous  General  Con- 
ference, this  building,  predecessor  of  the  present  world-famous  L.D.S. 
Tabernacle,  was  dedicated.  At  that  time  it  was  also  announced  that  the 
next  general  gathering  of  Church  members  would  be  in  August,  "...  a 
conference  which  would  be  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  im- 
portant business  relating  to  missionary  work  and  appointing  Elders  to 
foreign  missions,  inasmuch  as  Elders  were  to  be  selected  to  go  to  the  four 
corners  of  the  world.  Of  the  total  number  six  were  called  to  labour  in  the 
United  States.  Others  were  called  to  Nova  Scotia  and  British  Provinces  in 
America  (Canada),  England.  Wales.  Ireland,  France.  Germany.  Berlin — 
Prussia.  Denmark.  Norway,  Gibraltar.  Cape  of  Good  Hope — Africa. 
Australasia.  Sandwich  Islands  (Hawaii).  British  Guiana,  West  Indies. 
Calcutta  and  Hindustan  and  Siam. 

Three    men    were    honoured   as    the   first   ones  chosen    to  preach    the 

Restored   Gospel   of   Jesus   Christ   on  the   African  Continent.  They   were 

Elders  Jesse  Haven  (Mission  President),  Leonard  I  Smith  and  William  H. 
Walker. 

The  year  1852  was  just  five  years  after  the  first  of  the  pioneers 
arrived  in  the  Salt  Lake  Valley.  Conditions  were  those  of  a  primitive 
frontier.  Life  was  hard  and  the  Saints  were  surrounded  by  Indian  savages. 
Another  trip  across  the  plains  was  a  hazardous  undertaking  but  Elders 
Haven.  Smith  and  Walker,  like  the  others  in  the  missionary  company, 
responded  willingly  and  put  their  trust  in  their  Heavenly  Father.  They 
left  their  wives  and  children  in  tears  but  took  up  their  long  journey  on 
September  15th.  less  than  three  weeks  after  the  first  notice  of  their  assign- 
ment. Brigham  Young  told  all  of  the  missionaries  that  they  were  to  serve 
as  the  ancient  apostles,  without  purse  or  scrip.  He  stated  that  they  should 
take  horses  and  mules  to  bear  them  across  the  plains,  but  upon  arrival 
at  their  fields  of  labour,  they  should  depend  entirely  on  the  Lord. 

Many  problems  were  encountered  but  the  valiant  Elders  persevered. 
It  took  those  early  servants  of  the  Lord  seven  months  to  reach  Table  Bay 
where  they  eventually  landed  on  April  19,  1853.  Shortly  after  their  arrival 
the  three  Elders  went  up  on  Lion's  Head  where  they  organized  "The 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope". 
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The  night  following  their  arrival  the  Elders  engaged  the  town  hall  for 
a  public  meeting.  Opposition  and  persecution  began  the  very  first  night. 
That  meeting  and  others  to  follow  were  broken  up  by  mobs  who  caused 
confusion  through  excessive  noise  and  by  throwing  rotten  eggs  and  stale 
vegetables.  The  Elders  located  other  meeting  places  but  they  found 
themselves  locked  out  or  otherwise  unable  to  proceed  because  of  acts  of 
hostility  and  threats  of  violence.  Ministers  of  Churches  preached  against 
the  Mormons  and  urged  their  congregations  to  drive  the  missionaries  out. 

Two  weeks  after  their  arrival,  and  after  enjoying  little  food  or  acts 
of  hospitality  from  local  residences,  the  Elders  met  a  man  who  proved  to 
be  a  real  friend.  He  was  Mr.  Nicholas  Paul,  an  influential  business  man 
of  Mowbray.  Mr.  Paul  invited  the  missionaries  to  hold  meetings  in  his 
home  and  advertised  by  word  of  mouth  and  in  the  newspaper.  Further,  at 
the  beginning  of  meetings  he  warned  visitors  that  if  they  did  not  agree 
with  what  was  said,  or  did  not  wish  to  hear  more  they  could  leave.  "... 
but  the  first  man  who  offered  an  insult  on  his  premises,  either  to  the 
house  or  Elders,  would  be  in  danger  of  having  more  holes  made  through 
him  than  there  was  in  a  skimmer.*'  At  last  those  humble  ambassadors  of 
the  Lord  had  found  a  benefactor. 

In  spite  of  unrelenting  persecution  the  Elders  continued  with  dedi- 
cated purpose  and  energy  to  do  the  work  they  had  been  called  to.  On 
June  15th,  1853,  the  first  convert  to  the  Restored  Gospel  on  African 
shores.  Henry  Stringer,  was  baptized;  following  just  eight  days  later  by 
their  faithful  champion.  Nicholas  Paul. 

Shortly  thereafter  other  members  of  the  Paul  family  entered  into  the 
covenant  of  baptism.  Each  of  the  three  original  Elders  laboured  alone  and 
among  them  opened  up  missionary  work  in  the  Cape  Colony.  Beaufort. 
Port  Elizabeth,  and  Grahamstown.  By  1821  the  work  spread  to  Natal.  In 
January  of  1854  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Mission  consisted  of  45  souls. 
Within  another  year  126  members  were  on  the  records.  By  1858  there 
were  243. 

Elders  Haven,  Smith  and  Walker  all  returned  to  their  homes  in  Utah 
towards  the  end  of  1855.  Affairs  of  the  Church  were  left  in  the  hands 
of  local  leaders. 

In  1857  Elders  Ebenezer  C.  Richardson  and  James  Brook  were  sent 
from  the  British  Mission  to  continue  proselyting  work  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  William  Fotheringham  and  a  handful  of  others  were  sent 
out  from  Zion.  Altogether  there  were  fewer  than  a  score  of  missionaries 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Mission  between  1853-1865.  During  that 
period  Presidents  Jesse  Haven.  Ebenezer  C.  Richardson.  William  Fothering- 
ham and  Miner  G.  Atwood  were  called  to  preside  over  the  Mission. 

As  members  joined  the  Church  the  urge  to  "gather  to  Zion"  was  great, 
and  it  was  in  England  and  other  places  where  missionaries  were  seeking 
out  the  honest  in  heart.  At  least  four  small  companies  of  Saints  departed 
from  Port  Elizabeth  and  the  Cape,  to  sail  for  American  lands  and  then 
trek  Westward  across  the  plains  to  Utah.  As  emigration  thinned  the  ranks 
of  the  faithful.  President  Atwood  was  called  to  return  to  his  home.  He 
accompanied  a  group  of  emigrating  members  in  April.  1865,  aboard  a 
barque,  the  "Mexicana",  which  sailed  from  Port  Elizabeth.  Church  work 
in  the  Mission  was  once  again  placed  in  the  hands  of  local  brethren. 

Thirty-eight  years  passed  before  Elders  from  Zion  arrived  back  in 
Southern  Africa  to  re-open  the  Mission.  A  few  scattered  Church  members 
had  held  fast  to  the  principles  taught  bv  the  earlier  missionaries.  Among 
them  was  Brother  George  Ruck,  ninety  years  old.  and  the  sole  survivor 
of  the  Mowbray  Branch.  What  blessings  await  the  faithful  who  endured 
under  difficult  conditions  over  a  period  of  many  years,  and  were  alwavs 
anxious  to  raise  their  voices  in  defense  of  the  gospel! 
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The  Mission  was  re-opened  in  1903  by  Elder  Warren  H.  Lyons 
(President),     William     R.     Smith,    "Ihomas    L.    Griffiths    and    George    A. 

Simpkins. 

Persecution  from  mobs  and  individuals  continued  to  be  the  lot  of 
the  Mormon  Missionaries.  The  work  was  difficult  and  usually  discouraging. 
Meetings  were  again  broken  up  and  Elders  assaulted.  Efforts  were  seeming- 
ly fruitless  but  as  before,  the  Elders  laboured  hard  to  spread  the  Gospel 
message.  Their  untiring  efforts  produced  a  solid  foundation  for  establishing 
general  prosperity  and  fertile  fields.  In  our  present  days  of  public  accept- 
ance and  comfort  —  most  members  going  to  Church  by  private  car, 
hundreds  of  members  visiting  Temples  in  distant  places  via  Jet  or  luxury 
ships  —  we  should  take  time  to  express  our  thanks  to  those  who  blazed 
the  trail,  displayed  faith  and  courage  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  dif- 
ficulties, and  did  much  for  us  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  followed 
them. 

Between  1906  and  1914  the  following  men  served  as  Mission  Presi- 
dents in  South  Africa: 

1906-  1908  Ralph  Badger 

1908-1909  Henry  S.  Stead 

1909-  1912  Brigham  A.  Hendricks 

1912-1914  Frank  J.  Hewlett 

All  together  23  Mission  Presidents  have  served  from  the  time  of 
Jesse  Haven  through  and  including  Harlan  W.  Clark.  Hereafter  are  thumb- 
nail sketches  of  Mission  Presidents,  including  details  of  missionary 
activities  and  Church  growth,  during  the  administrations  spanning 
1914-1970. 

NICHOLAS  G.  SMITH 

President  Nicholas  G.  Smith  presided  over  the  South  African  Mission 
from  1914  to  1921.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife  Florence  and  their 
three  sons.  A  fourth  son  was  born  to  the  Smith's  after  they  returned  to 
Salt  Lake  City.  Three  of  the  four  sons  later  returned  to  South  Africa  to 
fill  missions,  and  the  fourth  one  presided  over  the  Eastern  States  Mission. 

When  the  Smiths  arrived  in  Cape  Town,  their  predecessors.  President 
Hewlett  and  family,  were  living  in,  and  had  the  headquarters  at,  a  coloured 
section  of  the  Woodstock  District.  The  Smiths  were  the  only  white  people 
living  on  their  block.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  Smiths  moved  to  a 
lovely  area  in  Rosebank.  and  in  1916  purchased  a  property  in  the  suburb 
of  Mowbray  which  was  the  first  Church-owned  property  on  the  continent 
of  Africa.  The  property  purchased  had  been  built  and  was  owned  by 
Colonel  Frank  Rhodes,  brother  of  Cecil  Rhodes,  founder  of  Rhodesia. 
The  house  was  called  "Grey  Villa"  but  was  re-named  "Cumorah"  by 
by  President  Smith.  President  Smith  and  his  missionaries  laboured  to  erect 
a  small  mission  hall  adjoining  the  home  and  also  had  a  tennis  court  built 
on  the  large  grounds. 

The  world-wide  "flu"  epidemic  of  1918  hit  South  Africa  violently.  In 
the  city  of  Cape  Town,  about  5,000  people  lost  their  lives  during  the  first 
week.  In  the  next  week  or  so,  10.000  people  died.  President  Smith  went 
around  the  city  blessing  the  sick,  and  although  78  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  were  stricken,  through  administrations,  every  one  of  them 
lived.  President  Smith  bore  fervent  testimony  about  the  blessings  of  the 
Lord  to  these  people  during  this  time. 

President  Smith  had  just  a  handful  of  missionaries  to  serve  with  him. 
Four  Elders  remained  with  him  throughout  the  four  war  years  and  he 
was  alone  with  his  family  for  two  years. 
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The  Elders  were  persecuted  severely  during  these  times.  Seven  were 
deported  on  grounds  of  illiteracy.  When  the  Elders  arrived  bv  ship,  they 
were  challenged  to  spell  unusual  and  polysyllabic  words.  When  they  hesi- 
tated they  were  deported. 

In  1919,  the  South  African  government  placed  a  ban  against  any 
Mormon  missionaries  labouring  in  South  Africa,  but  two  years  later  this 
ban  was  lifted. 

President  Smith  presided  over  two  other  missions  after  serving  in 
South  Africa  and  was  eventually  called  to  serve  as  an  Assistant  to  the 
Twelve. 

J.  WYLIE  SESSIONS 

During  the  period  of  1921  -  1926,  the  South  African  Mission  was 
presided  over  by  President  J.  Wylie  Sessions,  together  with  his  wife 
Magdalene. 

President  Sessions  was  a  teacher  by  profession.  He  had  a  very 
tender  heart  and  was  known  to  weep  on  almost  every  occasion  when  he 
addressed  a  congregation  about  the  Gospel. 

President  Sessions  did  much  to  develop  missionary  work  and  Church 
activity  in  the  Transvaal.  Inasmuch  as  the  Church  did  not  have  any 
property  of  its  own,  the  congregations  had  to  meet  in  rented  halls  and 
in  the  homes  of  members. 

Tn  1925,  President  Sessions  purchased  property  at  395  Commissioner 
Street.  Johannesburg,  and  under  his  direction  the  "Old  Ramah"  chapel 
was  constructed  by  the  members  and  the  missionaries  working  together. 
Members  were  very  diligent  in  raising  funds  by  selling  books  and  bricks, 
and  by  holding  concerts  and  cake  sales.  When  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  building  were  raised,  an  outdoor  service  was  held  among  the  bricks 
and  the  equipment  on  the  site,  and  a  copy  of  the  Standard  Works  was 
placed  in  the  cornerstone  of  the  building.  After  the  building  was  completed, 
a  dedicatory  service  was  held  at  which  every  one  of  the  Elders  in  the 
Mission  was  present,  and  the  little  building  filled  to  capacity. 

During  President  Session's  administration,  severe  persecution  of  the 
Church  decreased,  and  the  ten  or  twelve  missionaries  labouring  in  the 
country  were  received  quite  warmly  by  the  South  African  people.  In  those 
days,  the  missionaries  were  closely  associated  with  the  members  of  the 
Church  and  officiated  in  all  the  auxiliary  organizations.  They  met  daily  with 
the  various  members  of  the  Church  in  their  homes  for  meals  and  instruc- 
tion. 

President  Sessions  continued  as  a  professional  educator  throughout  his 
life,  teaching  classes  in  religious  education,  and  as  an  administer  of  Church 
educational  institutions. 

SAMUEL  MARTIN 

Samuel  Martin  was  the  first  convert  to  the  Church  after  Elders 
returned  to  South  Africa  in  1903.  In  1916,  he  emigrated  to  Ogden.  Utah, 
with  this  family  and  in  1926  was  called  to  preside  over  the  South  African 
Mission,  to  which  he  travelled  with  his  wife.  Clara,  and  their  younger 
children.  He  served  until  1929. 

President  and  Sister  Martin  were  English  born,  and  spent  their 
honeymoon  in  Cape  Town.  Their  seven  children  were  born  in  sunny 
South  Africa,  so  he  presided  over  the  mission  as  one  who  lived  many 
years  in  this  land.  He  had  been  a  very  successful  business  man  in  Cape 
Town  and  had  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances  who  accepted  him  and  the 
Church  because  of  his  background  in  South  Africa. 

This  good  man  owned  a  bakery  business  which  he  sold  out  in  1916. 
His  liberal  tithing  contribution  in  the  amount  of  £1800  was  sufficient  for 
President  Nicholas  G.  Smith  to  purchase  the  property  later  known  as 
"Cumorah". 
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President  Martin  was  a  Christian  gentleman  and  provided  a  back- 
ground of  English  refinement  and  Colonial  atmosphere  to  the  mission 
which  had  theretofore  been  presided  over  by  Americans.  He  bore  strong 
testimony  of  the  Gospel  and  was  vigorous  in  preaching  to  everyone  who 

would  give  him  audience. 

During  the  1926-29  administration  the  first  mission  journal  "Cumorah's 
Monthly  Bulletin"  v\as  published.  The  first  edition  was  printed.  June  I. 
1927. 

President  Martin  also  inaugurated  the  annual  Elders  Conventions, 
the  first  of  which  was  held  in  November.  1928. 

The   Martins  sailed   from   Cape  Town  on   February    22.    1929. 

DON  MACK  DALTON 

President  Don  Mack  Dalton  presided  over  the  South  African  Mission 
for  six  years,  from  1929-1935.  His  companion  and  wife.  Geneve,  and 
their  sons,  Gerald  and  George  Edward,  were  with  him. 

Perhaps  President  Dalton's  greatest  contribution  to  the  Mission  was 
in  publicizing  the  Church  and  having  the  people  realize  that  the  Mormons 
were  good,  honest.  God-fearing  people.  If  his  calling  was  to  advertise  the 
Church,  he  did  it  very  well.  By  profession  President  Dalton  was  an 
attorney-at-law.  He  served  two  missions  before  presiding  over  South  Africa. 

President  Dalton  was  a  giant  of  a  man  and  an  outstanding  athlete.  He 
will  long  be  remembered  as  the  organizer  of  the  first  baseball  league 
in  Cape  Town,  as  well  as  other  athletic  activities.  He  participated  in  many 
of  these  things  himself  and  was  a  well  known  and  colourful  personality 
in  the  country. 

Among  Church  members  President  Dalton  organized  a  Book  of 
Mormon  reading  contest.  During  President  Dalton's  administration  Church 
membership  in  South  Africa  rose  from  596  to  1.143.  The  annual  Elders 
Conventions  were  continued  and  rose  to  new  heights.  President  Dalton  also 
convened  the  first  mission-wide  Relief  Society  Conference  which  was  held 
in  1931. 

President  Dalton  enlarged  the  monthly  mission  publication  and 
changed  the  name  to  "Cumorah's  Southern  Cross". 

The  Immigration  Department  of  South  Africa  allowed  a  missionary 
quota  of  25.  At  times  there  were  that  many  in  the  field,  but  due  to  the 
world  wide  depression  the  missionary  ranks  dropped  to  as  low  as  nine 
Elders  while  President  Dalton  presided. 

A  distinction  of  which  President  Dalton  is  very  pround  is  that  four  of 
his  missionary  sons  returned  later  as  mission  Presidents  in  South  Africa. 

LcGRAND   P.  BACKMAN 

Like  many  others  who  have  served  as  South  African  Mission  Presi- 
dents, President  Le  Grand  P.  Backman  served  in  this  country  as  a  young 
Elder.  He  and  his  wife,  Edith,  were  called  to  return  to  South  Africa  to 
preside  here  from  1935-1938.  They  were  accompanied  by  their  four 
children. 

President  Backman  was  a  lawyer.  He  and  his  wife  were  charming, 
refined  people,  with  considerable  church  experience.  They  were  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 

President  Backman  was  an  accomplished  musician,  and  did  much  to 
provide  activities  for  the  people,  including  concerts,  shows,  dramatic 
activities  and  presentations  by  various  singing  groups  of  Elders  and  others. 

Under  President  Backman's  administration,  the  first  typically  L.D.S. 
chapel  of  the  Church  was  erected  in  South  Africa  in  1937.  This  beautiful 
place  of  worship  was  not  only  admired  by  Capetonians  but  by  members 
of  the  Church  throughout  South   Africa,  who  looked  forward  to  the  day 
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when  they  might  enjoy  similar  blessings.  Cumorah  was  the  centre  of 
much  activity  during  the  time  the  Backmans  lived  there.  The  entire 
family  graciously  entertained  members  of  the  Church  and  non-members. 
They  were  successful  in  cultivating  many  personal  friends  as  well  as 
friends  for  the  Church. 

President  Backman  was  the  first  LDS  Marriage  Officer  authorized  b\ 
the  South  African  Government. 

Baseball  activities  were  continued  throughout  the  Backman  administra- 
tion, bringing  much  good  will  towards  the  Church.  The  mission  magazine 
continued  to  be  successful,  and  the  name  was  changed  from  "Cumorah*s 
Southern  Cross'*,  to  "Cumorah  s  Southern  Messenger*'.  During  President 
Backman's  administration  the  quota  for  missionaries  was  kept  full  all  the 
time,  and  the  missionaries  were  very  successful  in  making  converts  and 
taking  the  gospel  out  to  people  throughout  the  land. 

President  Backman  was  an  able  administrator  who  demonstrated 
unusual  love  for  the  Gospel  and  his  missionary  sons. 

RICHARD  E.  FOLLAND 

Richard  E.  Folland  who  had  served  as  a  young  missionary  in  South 
Africa  under  President  Nicholas  G.  Smith,  was  called  by  the  First 
Presidency  to  preside  over  the  South  African  Mission.  He  arrived  in 
1938  and  remained  in  South  Africa  until  1944.  His  wife.  Josephine,  and 
their  three  daughters  accompanied  him. 

The  first  year  of  President  Folland's  mission  ran  smoothlv  and  great 
progress  was  made.  In  the  latter  part  of  1939.  however,  the  Second  World 
War  broke  out.  which  interrupted  missionary  work  in  South  Africa.  In 
November.  1940,  President  Folland  and  his  family  was  advised  to  have  all 
the  Elders  ready  to  return  home.  The  group  of  32  finally  sailed  from 
Cape  Town  on  November  9th.  1940.  It  was  a  very  sad  day  for  the  Folland 
Family  to  see  their  missionary  sons  go.  The  Follands  were  alone  as 
Missionaries  in  South  Africa  for  the  next  four  years. 

With  the  entry  of  South  Africa  into  the  war.  most  of  the  young  men 
"joined  up"  and  the  other  people  were  occupied  with  the  unusual  circum- 
stances relating  to  a  war.  In  spite  of  these  things  though,  the  Church 
continued  to  grow.  All  organizations  had  to  be  manned  by  local  members 
and  these  people  grew  through  the  experience  they  had.  This  was  a  period 
of  special  devotion  to  the  Church,  and  tithing  doubled  during  this  four 
year  period.  President  Folland  reported  that  he  received  great  strength 
from  three  American  Church  families  who  resided  in  the  Transvaal. 

During  the  war  period,  the  Folland  family  engaged  in  various  war 
related  activities,  and  they  also  entertained  many  service  men  from  South 
Africa  and   from   abroad   who  visited   Mission   Headquarters  at  Cumorah. 

The  Follands  were  restricted  on  their  travel  due  to  the  Emergency  but 
were  able  to  spend  considerable  time  in  editing  the  "Cumorah  Southern 
Messenger"  which  was  a  blessing  to  all  of  those  who  read  it. 

Upon  President  Folland's  return  to  Salt  Lake  City.  Utah,  he  became 
a  full  time  employee  of  the  Church  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Deseret 
Sunday  School  Union,  and  had  tremendous  responsibility  in  overseeing 
Sunday  School  activities  throughout  the  Church. 

JUNE  B.  SHARP 

The  second  to  last  year  of  the  Second  World  War  brought  another 
change  in  the  administration  of  the  South  African  Mission.  June  B.  Sharp 
arrived  in  Cape  Town  on  August  6.  1944.  and  presided  over  the  mission 
until  November  1948.  He  was  accompanied  by  his  wife.  Ida.  and  three  of 
their  children. 

June  B.  Sharp  had  served  as  a  young  missionary  in  South  Africa 
under  President  Nicholas  G.  Smith.  He  had  always  been  active  and 
faithful  in  the  Church.  His  service  included  many  years  as  a  Bishop. 
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President  Sharp  was  dedicated  in  his  service  to  the  Master,  and  his 
greatest  joy  was  in  visiting  the  homes  of  the  people  to  bless  them  and 
teach  them  the  principles  of  the  Ciospel. 

President  Sharp  inherited  President  Holland's  situation  of  no  mission- 
aries and  so  had  to  carry  on  the  work  b\  himself.  In  the  meantime  he 
negotiated  with  the  Government  and  was  granted  a  quota  of  7^  mission- 
aries who  might  come  to  South  Africa  from  the  United  States.  In  October. 
1946.  the  first  five  missionaries  arrived  in  South  Africa  since  the  group  of 
32  Elders  departed  in  1940.  One  local  missionary  was  called  to  swell  the 
number  to  six,  and  the  wife  of  one  of  the  missionaries  arrived  one  year 
later  to  join  her  husband  in  his  activities.  Late  in  1947.  and  1948,  mis- 
sionaries arrived  rapidly  so  that  by  the  time  President  Sharp  was  released 
in  November.  1948.  the  quota  of  75  was  finally  filled. 

During  President  Sharp's  administration  missionaries  were  well  re- 
ceived in  South  Africa  and  were  granted  much  kind  hospitality  which  was 
a  marked  contrast  to  the  earlier  persecution  of  the  Mormon  Missionaries. 

In  1947  the  First  Presidency  instructed  Mission  Presidents  that  they 
were  to  select  two  counsellors  to  serve  under  their  direction.  One  was  to 
be  a  local  man.  and  the  other  was  to  be  a  missionary. 


EVAN   P.  WRIGHT 

President  Evan  P.  Wright  arrived  in  Johannesburg  November  15.  1948 
and  continued  his  presidency  until  February  1,  1953.  He  was  accom- 
panied by  his  wife.  Jean,  and  their  three  children. 

President  Wright  and  his  wife  were  not  strangers  to  sunny  South 
Africa.  He  had  six  previous  visits  to  his  credit,  as  a  missionary  and  as  a 
business  man.  This  was  his  wife's  third  visit.  The  Wrights  were  married  in 
Cape  Town  by  President  Backman  —  the  first  L.D.S.  marriage  performed 
in  this  land. 

Throughout  President  Wright's  administration  the  quota  of  75  overseas 
missionaries  was  kept  full  at  all  times,  and  seven  local  lady  missionaries 
swelled  the  force. 

President  Wright  organized  the  first  systematic  proselyting  plan  for 
missionary  work  in  South  Africa.  During  this  period  the  first  tracts  and 
pamphlets  were  translated  into  the  Afrikaans  language. 

Under  direction  of  the  First  Presidency.  President  Wright  opened  up 
missionary  work  and  established  branches  of  the  Church  in  Southern 
Rhodesia  in  1950  and  in  Northern  Rhodesia  in  1951. 

Conventions  for  the  Elders  were  once  again  a  highlight  of  the  mis- 
sion, and  conferences  for  local  leaders  were  held  as  well.  In  1949  the 
first  Mission  Council  was  organized. 

Through  extra-curricular  activities  many  doors  were  opened  to  mis- 
sionaries during  this  era.  Baseball  was  continued,  basketball,  volley  ball 
and  square  dancing  were  introduced  and  an  Elders  Quartet  was  popular 
throughout  the  country.  Other  Elders  presented  lectures  at  Civic  Clubs 
and  Universities,  and  all  missionaries  were  busily  engaged  in  holding 
cottage  meetings. 

President  George  Albert  Smith  advised  President  Wright  that  he 
would  visit  the  mission  in  1951  but  unfortunately  the  trip  had  to  be 
cancelled. 

President  Wright  erected  the  office  block  adjoining  the  mission  home. 
"Cumorah".  which  provided  improved  and  more  adequate  facilities  for 
the  growing  missionary  work  and  Church  programme  in  South  Africa. 

During  the  period  1948-1953,  the  mission-wide  Building  Fund  was 
organized  which  laid  the  ground  work  for  erection  of  chapels  which  were 
to  follow  in  the  years  thereafter.  Property  was  puchased  in  Springs.  Johan- 
nesburg, and  Bloemfontein.  and  plans  were  approved  for  the  first  chapels 
in  Springs  and  Johannesburg. 
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Since  President  Wright's  release  in  1953  he  has  come  to  South  Africa 
frequently,  and  at  the  time  of  writing.  1970.  is  engaged  in  business  in 
Johannesburg. 

LEROY  H.  DUNCAN 

President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  assumed  leadership  of  the  South  African 
Mission  on  February  1.  1953.  and  served  until  early  1957.  His  wife.  Nora, 
and  three  children  were  with  President  Duncan  throughout  his  term  of 
service. 

President  Duncan  has  suggested  that  perhaps  the  greatest  contribution 
to  the  South  African  Mission  progress  was  made  by  the  visit  of  President 
David  O.  McKay  in  January,  1954.  Members  of  the  Mission  had  wondered 
if  they  were  the  "step  children"  of  the  Church,  because  for  many  years 
this  was  the  only  mission  of  the  Church  that  had  not  been  visited  In  a 
General  Authority.  President  and  Sister  Duncan  welcomed  President  and 
Sister  McKay  while  the  voices  of  400  saints  revealed  their  deepest  feelings 
of  their  hearts  as  they  sang  "We  Thank  Thee  O  God.  For  A  Prophet." 

President  McKay  made  a  tremendous  impression  on  the  public 
generally  and  especially  the  Church  members  in  this  land,  and  after  his 
visit  the  work  of  the  Lord  progressed  rapidly.  President  Duncan  stated 
that  from  the  time  of  President  McKay's  visit  all  of  the  members  spoke 
about  the  mission  in  terms  of  "Before  President  McKays  Visit". 

President  McKay  provided  a  great  blessing  to  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion Membership,  when  he  granted  the  Mission  President  the  right  to 
bestow  the  Priesthood  on  male  members  without  the  necessity  of  tracing 
their  genealogy.  Previously  men  were  required  to  trace  their  geneaology 
from  the  Continent  of  Africa  before  they  could  receive  the  Priesthood. 
This  blessing  resulted  in  more  Priesthood  bearers  being  ordained  so  that 
they  could  assist  in  local  leadership  and  leave  the  missionaries  free  for 
proselyting. 

Another  blessing  of  the  visit  of  Presideni  McKay  was  the  increased 
interest  among  the  people  in  building  their  own  chapels.  The  Springs 
Chapel  was  built  in  1954.  Port  Elizabeth  in  1956,  Durban  in  1956.  and 
much  of  the  construction  for  the  Johannesburg  Chapel  was  completed 
before  President  Duncan's  release. 

In  1955  the  South  African  Government  refused  to  grant  visas  to  any 
foreign  missionaries  of  any  denomination.  Because  of  that  situation 
L.D.S.  missionaries  could  only  be  drawn  from  the  British  Commonwealth, 
and  so  Canadian  Elders  were  called  to  labour  in  South  Africa.  Also,  many 
South  Africans  were  called  upon  to  take  the  Gospel  message  to  their 
friends  and  neighbours  in  this  land. 

GLEN  C.  FISHER 

President  Glen  C.  Fisher  was  the  first  Canadian  to  serve  as  the 
President  of  the  South  African  Mission.  His  term  of  administration  was 
from  1957-1960.  President  Fisher  was  accompanied  by  his  wife,  a  son. 
and  a  daughter. 

The  Johannesburg  chapel  was  completed  during  President  Fisher's 
administration  and  he  also  planned  for  other  chapels  which  were  to  fol- 
low in  the  near  future. 

President  Fisher  and  his  family  enjoyed  many  activities  with  the  local 
membership  and  did  many  things  to  encourage  and  strengthen  them  in 
their  church  responsibilities.  He  was  a  man  of  action  and  extended  much 
of  the  Church  programme  into  the  homes  of  the  people  as  well  as  to 
provide  social  and  musical  activities  for  the  members.  Under  his  direction, 
the  first  Youth  Convention  was  held  in  1957.  This  activity  was  thereafter 
one  of  the  great  traditions  of  the  South  African  Mission.  Local  youth 
were  encouraged  to  organize  affairs  and  to  demonstrate  their  talents  to 
the  membership  of  the  mission  who  attended  the  conventions  in  large 
numbers. 
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President  Fisher  said  regarding  the  restriction  of  missionaries  that 
"The  barring  of  American  missionaries  has  been  a  blessing  in  disguise,  as 
it  gave  the  local  young  people  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  carry  on  the 
work  that  otherwise  would  have  been  retarded.  During  the  administration 
of  President  Fisher  many  more  young  men  and  women  served  as  full 
term  missionaries  in  South  Africa,  which  proved  to  be  a  great  blessing  to 
them  and  to  the  people  among  whom  they  laboured. 

In  1958,  South  African  Government  officials  once  again  granted  per- 
mission for  entry  of  American  missionaries  into  South  Africa.  The  first 
group  of  them  arrived  in  September.  1958. 

At  the  beginning  of  1959.  Elder  Harold  B.  Lee  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  Apostles,  together  with  his  wife,  toured  the  South  African  Mission 
and  dedicated  recently  completed  chapels.  President  Lee  also  had  inter- 
views with  all  of  the  missionaries  and  did  much  to  encourage,  sustain,  and 
bless  the  people  of  the  mission. 


O.  LAYTON  ALLDREDGE 

President  O.  Layton  Alldredge  presided  over  the  South  African 
Mission  from  1960  until  1964.  He  served  in  this  mission  as  a  young  man 
and  had  later  returned  to  go  into  business.  During  the  latter  period,  he 
married  Hilda  Hubert,  who  together  with  their  four  children,  accompanied 
her  husband  on  his  mission. 

Shortly  after  President  Alldredge  arrived  in  the  mission,  Mission  Head- 
quarters were  moved  from  Cape  Town  to  Johannesburg.  This  was  done 
because  from  that  time  forward,  missionaries  were  to  arrive  by  air  rather 
than  by  boat,  and  also  because  Johannesburg  was  the  largest  centre  and 
most  centrally  located  city  in  the  South  African  Mission.  A  beautiful  home 
in  the  fashionable  suburb  of  Houghton  was  purchased  and  named 
"Cumorah"  after  the  old  mission  home  in  Cape  Town.  This  provided 
gracious  accommodations  for  the  Mission  President  and  his  family  and 
for  a  number  of  missionaries,  and  also  facilities  for  Mission  Head- 
quarters offices. 

The  "New  Era"  of  missionary  work  throughout  the  church  commenced 
in  1960.  More  responsibility  was  put  on  the  local  people  for  officering 
and  directing  local  Branch  activities  so  that  the  missionaries  could  be  free 
for  proselyting  activities.  New  missionary  techniques  were  introduced  to 
speed  up  the  rate  of  convert  baptisms,  and  missionary  activities  were 
introduced  to  be  further  removed  from  the  Branch  membership. 

In  September,  1963,  the  South  African  Mission  was  officially  classified 
as  a  foreign  speaking  mission.  All  missionaries  were  required  to  learn 
Afrikaans  so  that  the  Gospel  could  be  taken  to  the  major  language  groups 
in  South  Africa  in  their  own  tongue. 

During  President  Alldredge's  administration  a  further  building  pro- 
gramme was  instituted.  Property  was  purchased  in  many  different  cities. 
Plans  were  prepared  for  chapels  and  actual  construction  undertaken  for 
buildings,  several  of  which  were  completed  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  President  Alldredge. 

President  Alldredge  will  long  be  remembered  for  his  sense  of  humour 
and  his  ability  to  tell  interesting  stories  to  put  over  important  points. 

President  Hugh  B.  Brown  and  Sister  Brown  visited  the  South  African 
Mission  early  in  1961.  While  here  President  Brown  dedicated  the  Mission 
Home  and  the  Bloemfontein  chapel.  He  toured  the  entire  mission,  inter- 
viewed everyone  of  the  missionaries  and  inspired  the  members  of  the 
Church  to  new  heights  of  love  and  devotion  to  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
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J.  GOLDEN  SNOW 

President  J.  Golden  Snow  and  Sister  Eunice  Snow  arrived  in  Johan- 
nesburg on  August  12.  1%4,  to  begin  their  labours  of  32  months  presiding 
over  the  South  African  Mission. 

President  Snow  was  from  Alberta,  Canada.  All  of  his  children  were 
grown  and  remained  at  their  homes  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 

During  President  Snow's  administration  of  the  Mission,  there  was 
considerable  growth  and  expansion  among  the  branches  of  the  Church, 
as  well  as  in  missionary  activities.  Further  emphasis  was  placed  on  having 
the  missionaries  learn  the  Afrikaans  language,  and  to  preach  the  Gospel 
through  that  media.  Several  more  local  youth  were  called  to  serve  as 
missionaries,  and  further  stress  was  placed  on  missionaries  to  devote  their 
full  time  and  energy  to  proselyting  the  Gospel  among  the  non-members. 

During  his  time  as  the  Mission  President,  the  Ramah  Branch  was 
divided,  due  to  its  membership  of  over  one  thousand  members.  This  was 
an  historical  event,  as  it  was  the  first  time  that  a  branch  had  been 
divided  in  the  history  of  the  South  African  Mission. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  First  Presidency,  four  additional  Flders's 
Quorums  were  organized,  making  a  total  of  five  in  the  Mission.  A  new 
branch  was  organized  in  Nairobi.  Kenya.  The  Relief  Society  Presidency 
was  organized  with  a  local  sister  serving  as  the  Mission  Relief  Society 
President. 

President  Snow  was  a  sweet,  humble  man  of  God  who  loved  the 
people  and  found  great  joy  in  administering  to  their  needs.  He  was  a 
kindly  man.  approachable,  and  a  favourite  of  the  small  children  as  well 
as  the  teenagers  and  adults.  He  was  deeply  loved  and  respected  b\  the 
missionaries. 

Two  General  Authorities  who  visited  during  the  administration  of 
President  Snow  were  Elder  Mark  E.  Petersen  and  Elder  James  A. 
Cullimore. 

Upon  his  release,  he  was  called  to  serve  in  the  presidency  of  the 
Cardston  Temple.  Like  all  who  preceded  him  as  Mission  Presidents. 
President  Snow  did  much  to  contribute  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  Kingdom 
of  God  in  South  Africa. 

HOWARD  C.  BADGER 

Howard  C.  Badger  presided  over  the  South  African  Mission  from 
April,  1967,  until  July,  1970.  He  had  previously  served  in  this  Mission  as 
a  missionary  from  1934  until  1937.  In  addition,  he  had  the  distinction  of 
being  the  only  son  of  a  former  South  African  Mission  President,  called  to 
hold  the  same  position  of  mission  leadership.  Sister  Eleanor  Badger  ably 
assisted  her  husband,  and  two  of  their  children.  Carla  and  Lisa,  lived  in 
the  mission  field  with  them. 

President  Badger  had  the  blessing  of  many  fine  Elders  to  assist  him 
in  the  work.  When  he  arri\ed.  sixty,  was  the  established  quota,  but  he  was 
able  to  have  it  increased  to  sixty-five.  This  did  not  include  the  twelve 
Elders  who  laboured  in  Rhodesia  and  Zambia,  or  the  local  young  men 
who  continued  to  answer  the  missionary  call. 

Under  President  Badger's  vigorous  leadership,  missionary  work  con- 
tinued to  move  forward.  A  new  and  more  comprehensive  missionary 
handbook  and  a  new  study  programme  were  inaugurated.  Greater  em- 
phasis was  placed  on  learning  the  Afrikaans  language.  In  March.  1970.  the 
Brigham  Young  University  Language  Training  Mission  began  training  in 
Afrikaans  for  the  missionaries  called  to  South  Africa. 

During  the  Badger  administration,  four  visits  were  made  to  the 
Mission  by  General  Authorities  with  their  wives,  including  one  from 
Elder  Mark  E.  Peterson,  two  from  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney.  and  one 
from  Elder  Boyd  K.  Packer.  These  three  brethren  dedicated  a  total  of 
thirteen  chapels,  plus  the  extensions  of  two  others.  They  were  a  source  of 
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tremendous  inspiration  to  the  missionaries  and  members.  All  branches  of 
the  Mission,  with  one  exception,  were  freed  from  debt  by  the  devoted 
efforts  of  branch  and  district  leaders  and  faithful  members. 

Visits  by  other  Church  leaders  included  those  of  Brother  Marvin  J. 
Ashton,  assigned  to  visit  the  Mission  Youth  Conference,  representing  the 
Cieneral  Superintendence  of  the  MIA.  He  was  accompanied  b\  his  wife. 
Norma  B.  Ashton,  representing  the  General  Board  of  the  Relief  Society. 
Their  visit  was  also  inspirational  and  appreciated. 

An  important  matter  stressed  throughout  the  Mission  was  the  "Open 
House'"  programme,  whereby  many  people  were  able  to  view  the  Chapels 
first-hand.  Members  were  asked  to  bring  their  friends  to  these  programmes 
and  introduce  them  personally  to  the  missionaries,  and  local  leaders  who 
followed  up  with  lessons  and  fellowshipping. 

Shortly  before  President  Badger's  release  to  return  to  his  home  in 
Salt  Lake  City,  he  witnessed  one  of  the  most  historical  events  in  the  history 
of  the  South  African  Mission,  when  the  Transvaal  Stake  of  Zion  was 
created  from  the  Transvaal  District.  President  Badger  was  honoured  in 
being  asked  by  the  Cieneral  Authorities  to  assist  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney 
in  forming  this  Stake. 

HARLAN  W.  CLARK 

President  and  Sister  Harlan  W.  Clark  (Geraldine)  flew  into  Jan 
Smuts  Airport  on  July  6,  1970  to  take  over  the  presidency  of  the  South 
African  Mission.  Their  two  children  remained  in  Utah. 

President  Clark  was  the  nineth  South  Africa  Mission  President  to 
serve  who  had  lived  in  this  land  prior  to  his  call  to  preside  here.  He  is  a 
lawyer  by  profession  and  a  partner  of  his  former  Mission  President, 
LeGrand  P.  Backman. 

Both  President  and  Sister  Clark  have  served  faithfully  on  Ward.  Stake 
and  Church-wide  levels  and  brought  a  wealth  of  Church  experience  with 
them. 

He  spent  several  years  on  the  General  Board  of  the  Y. M.M.I. A.,  and 
immediately  before  answering  the  Mission  call  was  Chairman  of  the  M 
Man  Committee. 

Both  of  our  Mission  Leaders  are  blessed  with  dynamic  personalities 
and  immediately  after  their  arrival  endeared  themselves  to  the  local 
members. 

President  Clark  was  the  first  Mission  President  to  arrive  after  the 
creation  of  the  Transvaal  Stake  and  discovered  that  the  majority  of 
Church  membership  in  Southern  Africa  do  not  fall  under  his  direction.  He 
immediately  demonstrated  his  desire  to  co-operate  fully  with  the  Stake 
Leaders  to  promote  the  building  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  in  this  great  land. 
Headquarters  of  the  Mission  will  continue  to  be  in  Johannesburg  but 
already  much  of  the  Clark's  time  has  been  spent  visiting  and  directing 
proselyting  work  within  the  Mission  areas  of  the  Cape.  Natal.  Orange 
Free  State  and  Rhodesia.  Many  seasoned,  as  well  as  some  newly  arrived 
Elders  were  in  the  field  upon  the  Clarks  arrival.  Considerable  success  has 
already  been  achieved  through  the  "Four  Point  Referral  Program".  Local 
members  throughout  the  Stake  and  the  Mission  co-operate  with  missionaries 
by  referring  friends  and  relatives  to  the  Elders  for  systematic  Gospel 
teaching. 

During  a  period  of  less  than  five  months  since  President  Clark's 
arrival.  Conferences  have  been  held  in  all  Districts  and  in  most  of  the 
Branches. 

Many  Mission  Auxiliaries  and  leaders  have  been  reorganized  since 
the  Organization  of  the  Transvaal  Stake.  Under  the  direction  and  inspira- 
tion of  President  and  Sister  Clark,  these  organizations  and  people  are 
carrying  on  to  new  heights.  Relief  Society  Conventions  have  been  held  in 
two  centres  recently  for  instructions  to  the  sisters  and  various  displays. 

The  South  Africa  Mission  continues  to  be  in  good  hands! 
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J/t    cJ  rib  ate 


by  Texas  Smith 


Farewell  CSM  —  Goodbye 

To  see  you  go,  makes  us  very  sad. 

Through  you  we've  had  fun  and  a 
tear  in  our  eye, 

Now    that    this    is    your    issue    last, 
makes    us    sad 

Many   will  remember  you  —  from 
start    to    end. 

As  a  companion  —  the  best  we  had 

As  a  reader  —  you've  been 
a   friend 

C.S.M     we   shall   ever    remember 

That  through  your  pages  we  have 
gained 

By    words,   and   poems   ever   true 
and    tender, 

A    Gospel    testimony    that    will 
remain, 

Through  all  the  years  to  come. 

We  loved  your   truth   and  history, 

And  as  you  go  it's  like  a  setting 
sun. 

No    longer    —    will    you    serve    — 
the  community. 

No  more  reports  of  mission   can 
we  read, 

As   you    pass   into    the    archives   of 
time. 

To  us  you've  filled  an  honest 
need, 

Farewell  C.S.M.  —  Farewell. 

To   South    Africa,   you've  filled 
an    honest    need, 

Farewell   C.S.M.   —  you've   been 
worthy,    sublime. 
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JOHANNA  MARGRIETHA  GREGG 
FOURIE  PASSES  ON  AT  82 


By  Theodora  Chcrrett 


Johanna  Margaret  Fourie 


In  all  of  us  there  is  imprisoned  a  whole  lifetime  of  experiences,  which 
is  hardly  known  to  ourselves  until  we  are  able  to  express  them  to  others. 
In  a  very  real  way  we  are  what  we  can  express.  "As  a  man  thinketh  so  he 
is".  Communication  is  indeed  a  link  that  unites  us  with  our  fellowmen. 
This  was  the  philosophy  of  life  followed  by  our  beloved  Sister  Fourie  for 
the  past  38  years  since  she  first  started  to  work  with  the  children  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  in  this,  the  South  Africa  Mission. 

She  was  born  on  the  28th  November,  1888,  of  goodly  parents,  in 
Villiersdorp  in  the  Cape  Province.  She  was  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord, 
and  had  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  great  goodness  and  the  mysteries 
of  God's  dealing  with  his  people.  She  died  serenely  in  her  sleep  on  the 
17th  November,  1970,  at  the  age  of  82. 

Her  mother  died  when  she  was  only  two  and  a  half  years  old.  and 
her  last  words  to  Sister  Fourie  was  that  she  left  her  in  the  care  of  Heavenly- 
Father,  and  all  will  be  well  with  her.  Sister  Fourie  was  a  trained  school 
teacher,  was  brought  up  in  a  religious  home  and  had  an  abiding  faith  in 
God  and  knew  the  value  of  prayer. 
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She  was  a  wonderful  example  of  what  a  Latter-da\  Saint  wife,  mother 
and  friend  should  be  and  has  lived  by  the  teachings  of  the  Bible  through- 
out her  life.  When  she  was  but  16  years  of  age  she  asked  the  lord  in 
Prayer  to  give  her  a  text  from  His  word  which  would  strengthen  and 
sustain  her  life.  It  is  taken  from  Isaiah  43:1-2:  "Fear  not.  I  have  called 
Thee  by  name,  thou  art  mine,  when  thou  goest  through  waters  I  will  be 
with  thee  and  through  the  rivers  they  shall  not  overflow  thee,  when  thou 
walkest  through  the  lire  thou  shalt  not  be  burned,  neither  shall  the  (lames 
kindle  thee." 

Her  first  contact  with  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 
was  in  1927  when  a  missionary  called  on  her  and  left  her  a  tract  on 
Faith.  She  defended  the  missionaries  when  her  minister  told  her  to 
beware  of  them.  In  1929  another  missionary  called  and  showed  her  a 
picture  of  the  Salt  Lake  Temple,  and  that  was  the  beginning  of  her 
interest  in  the  Church.  She  read  and  accepted  the  Book  of  Mormon  as  the 
word  of  God.  knowing  that  it  was  true  and  a  great  work.  In  August.  1930 
she  bore  her  first  testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Restored  Gospel. 

In  August  of  1932  she  was  asked  to  organize  a  primary  in  her  home. 
They  had  no  books,  not  even  a  Children's  Friend  magazine.  The  Elders 
told  her  to  go  ahead,  and  she  did.  Through  her  constant  prayers  to  our 
Heavenly  Father,  she  was  inspired  to  draw  up  a  weekly  programme.  This 
included  bible  stories,  church  history,  simple  dramatics  and  handicraft, 
sewing,  knitting  for  the  girls  and  woodwork  for  the  boys.  At  the  first 
meeting  there  were  seven  children  present,  and  the  attendance  increased 
until  there  were  50  children  in  attendance,  mostly  non-members. 

The  growth  of  the  Primary  in  the  mission  under  the  able  leadership 
of  our  beloved  Sister  Fourie  has  been  tremendous.  At  the  time  of  her 
passing  on  the  17th  November.  1970.  after  having  served  faithfully  as 
the  South  African  Mission  Primary  President  for  38  years,  there  were  108 
officers  and  teachers  enrolled  in  the  mission,  and  375  children  receiving 
instruction  in  the  teachings  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  About  that  many 
more  were  in  the  Transvaal  Stake. 

It  was  only  in  October  1962  that  Sister  Fourie  received  the  help  of  a 
counsellor  in  the  Mission  Primary  Presidency.  It  was  a  choice  experience 
to  work  under  the  direction  of  this  wonderful  sister  during  those  eight 
years. 

From  the  time  she  first  started  the  Primary  Organization  until  the 
time  of  her  passing  she  wrote  to  every  branch  primary  president  once  a 
month.  They  were  not  only  co-workers  in  the  primary  but  became  fast 
friends,  though  she  did  not  meet  too  many  of  these  sisters  personally. 
Many  of  them  have  expressed  the  same  thought.  "How  will  we  be  able  to 
carry  on  without  her  guidance,  love  of  the  Gospel,  and  example.  Her 
understanding  with  our  Heavenly  Father  was  a  most  wonderful  thing." 

She  regarded  Him  as  her  Father,  and  when  she  had  a  problem  she  took 
it  to  Him  in  prayer  believing  that  she  would  receive  the  answer  that 
would  be  to  the  benefit  of  the  children  in  the  Mission.  I  have  known 
of  occasions  when  she  has  remained  on  her  knees  for  some  hours  talking 
with  the  Lord  and  waiting  for  an  immediate  answer.  Never  was  she 
disappointed  on  these  occasions.  She  will  ever  be  remembered  by  us  all 
for  the  great  person  she  was,  for  her  love  and  understanding  with  our 
Heavenly  Father,  for  her  love  of  the  sisters  she  worked  with  and  for 
her  tremendous  love  for  the  children  in  her  care. 

It  is  with  love  and  thanksgiving  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  allowing 
us  the  privilege  of  having  her  in  our  midst  that  we  of  the  Primary  say. 
"Tot  Siens  Ouma,  we  will  continue  to  love  you  and  honour  you". 

Theodora  Cherrett. 

First  Counsellor.  Mission  Primary  Presidency. 
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Lethbridne,  Alberta 

Canada 

Canada 

December.    1970         CUMORAH  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


333 
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Lance    Scott.  Steve     Shurtleff.  Mark    Simpkins. 
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.led   Yandcn   Akker. 

Murray,    Utah 


Alan  Warby. 
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Dennis    Harrington, 

Boise.    Idaho 
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Brother   and   Sister   Alvin   Park 
CAPE  TOWN.    SOUTH    AFRICA 
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